CHAPTER XXI

THE INFLUENCE OF SCHOOLING ON INTELLI-
GENCE AND THE LIMIT OF ITS GROWTH*

Two pieces of work in particular, undoubtedly of first-
class experimental character, seem to show very much
dependence of intelligence on schooling, or rather depend-
ence of the Binet LQ. on schooling The first was a
researcK by Mr. Cyril Burt, in which at great labour he
obtained for each child in a whole school the Binet mental
age (B), the mental age according to Mr. Burt's own
Reasoning Tests (I), the school age (S), and the actual
age (A). By complicated, but as I believe perfectly valid
mathematical calculations using partial correlation, he then
shows that on the average

B =   54S+   331+ -11A

so that " school attainment is the preponderant contributor
to the Binet-Simon tests/' and with these tests

a child's mental age is a measure not only of the amount of intelli-
gence with which he is congemtally endowed, not only of the plane
of intelligence at which in the course of life and growth he has
eventually arrived; it is also an index* largely if not mainly, of
the mass of scholastic information and skill which, in virtue of
attendance more or lesa regular, by dint of instruction more or less
effective, he has progressively accumulated in school.

These conclusions are very important, and the experi-
ment ought to be, and doubtless will be, repeated several
times. Meanwhile, there are two points which deserve
mention in the argument which has followed,

1 Part of a lecture given m the Graduate School of Education, Harvard
Unfcwerwty, Apnl 23,19*4,
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